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10 reasons why your business can 
benefit from having a website 

1. Your competitors are probably already on the Web, 
gaining business instead of you 

2. Your customers are already using the web, 
to find out information about your products and services. Make sure they visit you site so you gain 
their business. 

3. Promote your business 365 days a year, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 
Your website is always working for you, even when you’re asleep. 

4. You get a much bigger advert for less money. 
You can put much more information on a website than you can on any type of advert. 

5. Update your business information immediately 
We offer free updates to the content of your site, so customers can get information on your latest 
news, prices, products and services. 

6. Your website will save you money 
Lower printing, postage and advertising costs. 

7. Your website can reflect the image you want. 
A properly designed website shows you are a professional and credible business. 

8. Reach a wider audience. 
Your website will allow you to reach customers locally, nationally and internationally 

9. You can track who visits your website, 
Where they came from and how they found you 

10. You can set a website up for only a few pounds a month 
And with a FREE WEBSITE DESIGN offer you cannot afford not to.
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It can be really daunting choosing someone to provide you with a web solution when you feel so unsure 
about what they are offering.  We have tried to outline what we can offer and give you a couple of 
suggestions of things that you might want to ask anybody else who may be quoting you for a website. 

It is always tempting to get someone you know who is “a whizz on the computer” to design you a site in 
their spare time.  We’re not saying don’t do it, but make sure you think about things thoroughly before you 
make that move.  Your website is a reflection of you and your business and if it looks amateur or doesn’t 
work it may do you more harm than good. 

Make sure the person who designs your site knows what they are doing in terms of design, accessibility, 
W3C (The World Wide Web Consortium) guidelines, legal requirements and making your site work as a 
business tool. You also need to ensure that they are working to your timetable – will it be live when you 
want or when they get round to it?  How are you going to update it?  Will they do this, what happens if they 
are busy and can’t post your Valentines special details till 15 th Feb? 

A website doesn’t have to break the bank and you may be pleasantly surprised at how little it costs to set a 
professional one up that works for your business.  Our one page websites have free design and set up and 
cost just £9.50 a month including our managed hosting package which provides all the support you need. 
This means if you send one email a day rather than a letter your website won’t cost you anything!! 

“My website from IF Consultancy paid for itself in the 
first month, it was well worth it” 

Jane Moore - Rumble in the Jungle 
www.rumbleinthejungle.co.uk 
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Things to Consider 
There are a number of things to consider when you are thinking about having a website. 

1. Your name or URL – This is the web address that people will type in to find your site.  The choice 
of name can be quite important.  With all our packages we include one name which ends with 
.co.uk or .org.uk and offer you guidance on which name to choose.  You will be the owner of this 
name which is important as it offers you complete control and also means that if you come to sell 
your business you can sell the website complete with name as well. 

2. Creating your site – It is important that you get a site that you are happy with and that suits you 
and your business.  There are many things that you need to consider including: 

a. How many pages do you need?  It is important that you check you can increase or 
decrease the number of pages on your site as required; once you have had a website 
for a while you may realise other ways it can work for you or you may expand in other 
areas and want to introduce these. 

b. What can be on the pages? Can you add your own images? Do the website 
developers have access to a library of images?  Can you have a customer 
feedback/contact form? Is the site a template or can you dictate how it looks? Do you 
need to provide the content or will it be written for you? 

c. How will the pages be updated?  There is nothing worse than going to an out of date 
website, advertising Mothers Day lunches for example when people are looking for 
somewhere to host their Christmas party.  This can be a very time consuming aspect to 
having a website.  You need to know whether you will be charged for any changes and 
how long they will take once you have notified them. 

d. How long will it take to create your site and at what stage do you pay for it? 
e. Are the web developers able to offer graphic design services along with the 

requisite programming needed to create your site? 
f. Do the developers make sure that your site conforms to the latest web standards 

and legal requirements and are they aware of accessibility issues? 

You can view our standard packages at www.ifweb.co.uk/packages.html Please note that these packages 
are only to give you an idea of what we can offer.  We can provide additional pages, services and functions 
and would be happy to quote you on your individual requirements. 
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“IF Consultancy responds 
quickly and clearly and are not 

patronising. I would recommend 
them to anyone” 

Margaret Hacking - 
www.enginemuseum.org 
www.aim2succeed.com 
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3. Hosting your site – As well as creating your site and having an address for it you need to have a 
place in cyberspace to put it.  We don’t believe that you should have to worry about your website 
so what makes us unique is our ongoing support. As standard all our sites have the following as 
part of their managed hosting package: 

All our websites include: 
1 .co.uk domain name of your choice 
At least one Pop3 email address as well as access to webmail service 
Managed hosting including: telephone and email support in office hours, free monthly site update 
to content done by IFC (you simply let us know what changes you want and we make them free of 
charge), site review and appraisal after three months and then annually 
Search Engine Friendly – this means that the website can be found by the search engines easily 
and helps you to find your way up search engines such as Google.  We check the content of the 
site and work with you to make it search engine friendly and add the necessary coding and 
sitemaps that are required. 
Search Engine Submission – We submit your site to all the big Search Engines and many free 
directories in order to help you move your way up the search engines quickly. 
Website performance reports – We let you know how your site is performing and how many 
people are visiting it. 

4.  Finally you need to consider web marketing.  This is the way people will find your website.  You 
will obviously be able to put your web address on any publicity you require and that will be a way 
some people will find you.  However in order to expand your customer base you need people to 
be able to find you on the search engines and directories.  The way we build our sites goes some 
way to doing this but in a competitive market there is a great deal more you could and should be 
doing to make your website work for you.  For further information on this please see our separate 
factsheet on web marketing. 
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” “ “I’m very happy with the personal service from IF 
Consultancy, they listen!” 

Kerry-Anne Berry 
www.eastcheshiretraining.co.uk 
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